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(c) Formulation and evaluation of al-
ternatives shall be coordinated to the
extent feasible with the State cultural
resource plan and planning activities of
the State Historic Preservation Office
and State Archaeologist and with other
State and Federal agencies.

§ 219.25 Research natural areas.

Forest planning shall provide for the
establishment of Research Natural
Areas (RNA’s). Planning shall make
provision for the identification of ex-
amples of important forest, shrubland,
grassland, alpine, aquatic, and geologic
types that have special or unique char-
acteristics of scientific interest and
importance and that are needed to
complete the national network of
RNA’s. Biotic, aquatic, and geologic
types needed for the network shall be
identified using a list provided by the
Chief of the Forest Service. Authority
to establish RNA’s is delegated to the
Chief at 7 CFR 2.60(a) and 36 CFR 251.23.
Recommendations for establishment of
areas shall be made to the Chief
through the planning process.

§ 219.26 Diversity.

Forest planning shall provide for di-
versity of plant and animal commu-
nities and tree species consistent with
the overall multiple-use objectives of
the planning area. Such diversity shall
be considered throughout the planning
process. Inventories shall include quan-
titative data making possible the eval-
uation of diversity in terms of its prior
and present condition. For each plan-
ning alternative, the interdisciplinary
team shall consider how diversity will
be affected by various mixes of re-
source outputs and uses, including pro-
posed management practices. (Refer to
§ 219.27(g).)

§ 219.27 Management requirements.

The minimum specific management
requirements to be met in accomplish-
ing goals and objectives for the Na-
tional Forest System are set forth in
this section. These requirements guide
the development, analysis, approval,
implementation, monitoring and eval-
uation of forest plans.

(a) Resource protection. All manage-
ment prescriptions shall—

(1) Conserve soil and water resources
and not allow significant or permanent
impairment of the productivity of the
land;

(2) Consistent with the relative re-
source values involved, minimize seri-
ous or long-lasting hazards from flood,
wind, wildfire, erosion, or other natu-
ral physical forces unless these are spe-
cifically excepted, as in wilderness;

(3) Consistent with the relative re-
source values involved, prevent or re-
duce serious, long lasting hazards and
damage from pest organisms, utilizing
principles of integrated pest manage-
ment. Under this approach all aspects
of a pest-host system should be
weighed to determine situation-specific
prescriptions which may utilize a com-
bination of techniques including, as ap-
propriate, natural controls, harvesting,
use of resistant species, maintenance of
diversity, removal of damaged trees,
and judicious use of pesticides. The
basic principle in the choice of strat-
egy is that, in the long term, it be eco-
logically acceptable and compatible
with the forest ecosystem and the mul-
tiple use objectives of the plan;

(4) Protect streams, streambanks,
shorelines, lakes, wetlands, and other
bodies of water as provided under para-
graphs (d) and (e) of this section;

(5) Provide for and maintain diver-
sity of plant and animal communities
to meet overall multiple-use objec-
tives, as provided in paragraph (g) of
this section;

(6) Provide for adequate fish and
wildlife habitat to maintain viable pop-
ulations of existing native vertebrate
species and provide that habitat for
species chosen under § 219.19 is main-
tained and improved to the degree con-
sistent with multiple-use objectives es-
tablished in the plan;

(7) Be assessed prior to project imple-
mentation for potential physical, bio-
logical, aesthetic, cultural, engineer-
ing, and economic impacts and for con-
sistency with multiple uses planned for
the general area;

(8) Include measures for preventing
the destruction or adverse modifica-
tion of critical habitat for threatened
and endangered species;

(9) Provide that existing significant
transportation and utility corridors
and other significant right-of-ways
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